
Proverbs 19:1-3  

Better the poor whose walk is blameless 

    than a fool whose lips are perverse. 

 

2 Desire without knowledge is not good— 

    how much more will hasty feet miss the way! 

 

3 A person’s own folly leads to their ruin, 

    yet their heart rages against the Lord. 



Pecking Order 

Personal Empowerment 

Personal Insults 

1) Feelings of Inferiority  

2) Feelings of Superiority 

 

The Cost: 42000 Dead Brothers 



1) We respond with anger  

2) Acceptance (is it true, consider the source and 

why they said it)  

3) Return the insult  

4) Humor  

5) Ignore  

6) Rebuke the insulter  

 

The Cost: 42000 Dead Brothers 



Matthew 5:21-22  

“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not 

murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell 

you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to 

judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is 

answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in 

danger of the fire of hell. 



John 9:26-34 

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he 

comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen 

to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has 

ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not 

from God, he could do nothing.” 

 

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you 

lecture us!” And they threw him out. 



Mathew 27:38-44 

Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.      

39 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and 

saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three 

days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of 

God!” 41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the 

elders mocked him. 42 “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save 

himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, 

and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if 

he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 In the same way the 

rebels who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 



1 Peter 2:23-25 

When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, 

he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might 

die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been 

healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have 

returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 



2 Corinthians 12:8-10 

Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to 

me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 

weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for 

Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 

persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 



1 Peter 3:8-12 

Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be 

compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with 

insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were 

called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, 

“Whoever would love life and see good days 

 must keep their tongue from evil 

    and their lips from deceitful speech. 

11 They must turn from evil and do good; 

    they must seek peace and pursue it. 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

    and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 

 but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 



What kingdom do your words and actions promote?   

 


