


Psalm 49:7:-9 

No one can redeem the life of another 

or give to God a ransom for them— 

8 the ransom for a life is costly, 

no payment is ever enough— 

9  so that they should live on forever 

and not see decay. 



Luke 1:16:-17 

He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And 

he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 

hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of 

the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 



A Strange Greeting 



Luke 1:28 

The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The 

Lord is with you.” 



Luke 1:32-33 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 

will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over 

Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 



Joseph’s Cost 



Matthew 1:21 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 

he will save his people from their sins 



The Couple’s Cost 



Double Edged Sword 



Luke 2:14 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 



Luke 22:34-35 

Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is 

destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 

that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 

revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 



Matthew 2:7-8 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time 

the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 

search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so 

that I too may go and worship him.” 



Matthew 2:13 

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 

“Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. 

Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill 

him.” 



Matthew 2:16-18 

When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was 

furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its 

vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he 

had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the prophet 

Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

 

18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, 

      weeping and great mourning, 

 Rachel weeping for her children 

     and refusing to be comforted, 

     because they are no more.” 



Disciples Cost 



Matthew 10:16-20 

I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as 

snakes and as innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed 

over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my 

account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to 

them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about 

what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say,    

20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 

through you. 



Matthew 10:32-39 

“Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before 

my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will 

disown before my Father in heaven. 

34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not 

come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn 

 “‘a man against his father, 

    a daughter against her mother, 

 a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 

36   a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ 



Matthew 10:32-39 

37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of 

me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 

me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy 

of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life 

for my sake will find it. 



Matthew 24:9-13 

Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you 

will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn 

away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false 

prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase 

of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands 

firm to the end will be saved.  



Persecutor 



Act 22:3-5 

“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I studied 

under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors. I 

was just as zealous for God as any of you are today. 4 I persecuted the 

followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and 

throwing them into prison, 5 as the high priest and all the Council can 

themselves testify. I even obtained letters from them to their associates in 

Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem 

to be punished. 



Persecutor to Persecuted 



2Corinthians 11:24-29 

 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three 

times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I 

was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been 

constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from 

bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in 

danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger 

from false believers. 27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone 

without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone 

without food; I have been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I 

face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, 

and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn? 



The Power of the Promise  

Is Greater Than  

The Pain of the Persecution 



1Peter 2:20-24 

But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and 

endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 

commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ 

suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his 

steps. 

22 “He committed no sin, 

    and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he 

suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who 

judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so 

that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you 

have been healed.” 



Luke 6:27-29 

But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who 

hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  

29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If 

someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 



Romans 12:17-21 

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes 

of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace 

with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for 

God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the 

Lord. 20 On the contrary: 

 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 

 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 


