




Courage 

It Requires: 

Vulnerability to navigate uncertainty, risk and emotional exposure 



Dietrich  Bonhoeffer 



We Are In The Midst Of A Conflict 



Ephesians 6:12  

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 

the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 



We Are In The Midst Of A Conflict 

The Enemy Will Try To Pollute, Dilute or Distort 



Matthew 13:24-26  

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 

sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy 

came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the 

wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 



Proverbs 25:26  

Like a muddied spring or a polluted well are the righteous who give way to 

the wicked. 



James 1:27  

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look 

after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being 

polluted by the world. 



James 4:1-8  

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your 

desires that battle within you?  2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. 

You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. 

You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not 

receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what 

you get on your pleasures. 



James 4:1-8  

4 You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world 

means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend 

of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think Scripture says 

without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell 

in us? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 

 

“God opposes the proud 

    but shows favor to the humble.” 

 

7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, 

you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 



We Are In The Midst Of A Conflict 

The Enemy Will Try To Pollute, Dilute or Distort 

We Fight With Superior Weaponry 



2 Corinthians 10:2-5  

2 I beg you that when I come I may not have to be as bold as I expect to be 

toward some people who think that we live by the standards of this world. 

3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  

4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the 

contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish 

arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge 

of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  



Ephesians 6:14-18 

14 So stand strong with the belt of truth tied around your waist, and on your 

chest wear the protection of right living. 15 On your feet wear the Good 

News of peace to help you stand strong. 16 And also use the shield of faith 

with which you can stop all the burning arrows that come from the Evil 

One. 17 Accept God’s salvation as your helmet. And take the sword of the 

Spirit—that sword is the teaching of God. 18 Pray in the Spirit at all times. 

Pray with all kinds of prayers, and ask for everything you need. To do this 

you must always be ready. Never give up. Always pray for all of God’s 

people. 



Our Response 

Be Courageous 

We are here to serve not be served 

 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

We do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly 

we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles 

are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we 

fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen 

is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 


